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[bookmark: _GoBack]The definition of criminal justice is the accord of justice to those who have committed crimes. The criminal justice system on the other hand is a hierarchical group of institutions whose goals are to identify and bring to book unlawful individuals and inflict some of punishment on them. In our current society criminal justice has been equated to punishment and the solution for any social problem is making a law against it. 
However, philosophy and law define it as a way to administer fairness. Utilitarian philosophers defined it as "one which has most consequences". Serve a jail term today after committing a crime, justice has been served (Dostoevsky, 2017). Retributive justice, on the other hand, states that for each offense a proportional punishment should be given. However, it has limits, standards that it follows and is only directed to wrongdoing. Additionally, deterrence (prevention of future crimes) is never a factor when it comes to determination of punishments in retributive justice.  Correction is a term to refer to many functions such a punishment, treatment and supervision of persons convicted with different crimes. Usually, it is carried out by government agencies. 
The society believes that offenders should get the most severe punishments (Terril, 2012) however, there is no fulfillment in this. Punishment will hardly address the most important issues that crime victims face: loss, fear, making sense of the tragedy and answering their questions. To protect the community from harm then restorative justice should be embraced. For instance, there should be victim-offender mediation where victims get empowered and offenders account for their mistakes but not as a substitute for punishment (Daly, 2017).  This heals and repairs the psychological injury as well as minimize the room for vengeance. Social justice entails equal treatment of the unequal and vice versa. To protect society from harm and achieve social justice than the current tradition and justice practices should be amended.
Unfortunately, the current criminal justice system is not just. The punishments and the deterrence measures leave the most vital parts of the problem unattended to. Justice should restore the psychological injury, correct the offender by making them account for their mistakes, bring equality in terms of access, equity and granting of rights (Uddin, 2017). Injustice in our criminal justice comes in the way offenses are corrected and the effectiveness of jail terms.
 Incapacitation and incarceration of offenders who are not dangerous is a waste of resources that should be for felons and other offenders that threaten the well-being of the society. This calls for reforms in the prison system. Punishment is necessary but it is not a deterrence to crime. Research has indicated that jail terms of one or two years are more effective in rehabilitation than the decades. The US had been the longest jailer per capita and is currently third but its crime rate is second to none (Feess, 2018). This is an indicator that there should be a review of the jail terms, the kind of rehabilitative measures for prisoners and the impact of breaking social bonds between the offender and the society that comes with decades of imprisonment.
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